
The capacity of the global climate community needs to be strengthened to meaningfully engage with local actors.  Localising 
financial and climate jargon will facilitate community members sitting at the negotiating table as equal partners to ensure 
the success of adaptation projects on the ground.

Culture,  including arts and heritage,  can empower people to imagine and realise low-carbon, and just climate-resilient 
futures.  Cultural approaches integrate scientific,  local,  and indigenous knowledge systems into adaptation responses thereby 
considering the social,  economic,  ecological,  and cultural contexts of communities.  These holistic approaches include 
assessments of the vulnerability of intangible values and physical tangible assets,  thereby developing culture-based 
adaptation approaches and strengthening resilience to climate change.

African tech start-ups are increasing the reach and scale of climate-resilience services (e .g.  Waste management,  agricultural 
services and fisheries) for underserved and climate-impacted communities using Africa ’s growing mobile network and money 
services.  Attracting further venture capital,  increasing women-focussed technology and promoting the opportunity to young 
entrepreneurs can widen and strengthen the resilience benefits from this emerging and vibrant sector .

Blended finance can enhance the business case for climate-resilient investments.  Philanthropic funders can invest for impact, 
while reducing the risk associated with projects.  Reduced risk will encourage institutional investors to create greater demand 
for climate-resilient assets and scale up investment.  To create an enabling environment for blended finance,  improved 
information and data is needed to reduce uncertainty,  and policy actions must incentivise climate-resilient investments.

Africa is not homogenous.  A just transition means different things in different places and at different stages.  Countries 
have the agency to design their own just transitions and require more flexibility in the financing criteria from multilateral 
institutions.

There is no one solution when creating a more climate-resilient agricultural system. Learning and co-creation needs to be 
emphasised at multiple points across levels and along agricultural value chains,  including farmers all the way to achieve 
systems change, as farmers are the best teachers there are .

To scale climate-smart agriculture,  small-holder farmers need access to a bundle of services across value chains,  delivered 
through varied channels and by multiple actors.  These include locally-adapted seeds,  soil-testing services,  demonstration 
farms for climate-resilient practices,  crop insurance,  and localised weather and climate information. 

The value of healthy soils in increasing agricultural yields,  conserving water and maintaining biodiversity,  while also 
sequestering greenhouse gas emissions, must be further recognised.  Increased finance and targets set in nationally determined 
contributions are needed to maintain and restore soil organic carbon.

Self-organised informal settlement dwellers possess the knowledge, structures,  data and experience to deliver cost-effective, 
appropriate climate action on the ground.  Climate interventions must shift the way informality is understood and create 
inclusive policy spaces that engage communities as the resilience experts they are .

Decision-making and finance flows should be directed to the lowest appropriate level.  This can be done by supporting 
decentralisation reforms and strengthening local government capacity to facilitate community-led planning and financing, 
where community-based planners lead the design and implementation of resilience and financing solutions, as well as the 
structures through which finance can flow (e .g.  Ward-level funds) .

Heat is an ’under-the-radar ’  hazard in african cities,  receiving less focus and funding than floods and storms. Yet,  extreme heat 
events are becoming increasingly common, with significant and disproportional negative impacts on children,  women and people 
living in informal settlements.  We need to better understand the full impact of these events,  raise the awareness of city 
dwellers and healthcare workers,  and move swiftly to resilience action across sectors and levels.
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